
February 8, 2021 

 

Dear OUHSD Families, 

We want to share with you some of the latest news, information and updates from the Oroville Union High 

School District.  You can also find news and information on our website, www.ouhsd.org, and by following us 

on Facebook. You are receiving this email because you are an OUHSD employee or parent/guardian of an 

OUHSD student, or a community partner in our district. 

 

Important Dates to Remember: 

February 12: Lincoln’s Birthday Holiday-No School 

February 15: President’s Day Holiday-No School 

February 19: February Break Day-No School 

February 24: Board meeting 

March 11: Supportive School Climate Committee meeting, 5 p.m. via Zoom | Topics to be covered include: 

Guiding Principles, PBIS Implementation, Overview of Staff Training and Progress on the DOJ Findings 

Note: If you do not serve in this committee, and would like to attend, please email Paula Blaney at 

pblaney@ouhsd.net to request the Zoom meeting link. 

The focus of this committee will be to: (a) emphasize the District’s commitment to treating all students fairly 

and equitably in the administration of discipline without regard to race, color, national origin, sex, gender, 

gender identity, disability, religion or foster youth or homeless status; (b) discuss what is expected of students 

and staff under the revised policies and practices; (c) describe the alternative means of correction that will be 

available and implemented; (d) explain the law, research, and evidence supporting the steps and practices the 

District will be implementing to provide a safe, welcoming, and supportive school environment; and (e) the 

ways in which parents, guardians, and education rights holders can partner with the District to provide a safe, 

welcoming, and supportive school environment. 

 

Breakfast and Lunch Pickup Schedule during February Holidays 

Due to the holidays on February 12th, 15th and 19th, we are adjusting our meal pickup schedule.  Three days 

of meals will be available on February 11th and two days of meals will be available on February 18th via 

curbside pickup at LPHS, OHS and PHS from noon - 12:30 p.m. 

 

COVID Updates 

The district’s COVID-19 web page is dedicated to providing information and updates related to the OUHSD’s 

response to the pandemic.  The page also includes the OUHSD COVID-19 Dashboard, which is updated 

weekly.  The schools’ COVID Prevention Plans and CDPH updated School Guidance Checklist (January 14, 

2021) have also been posted to the website. 

 

OUHSD Board of Education Engages in Workshops on Creating Smart and Healthy District Cultures 

On January 26th and 28th, the OUHSD Board of Trustees engaged in workshops facilitated by Mike Walsh 

and Amy Christianson, on creating smart and healthy cultures in the school district.  These workshops covered 

implicit bias and its impact on students, goals for district equity issues including district-wide staff development, 
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and the role of the board as advocates for improving equity across the district and the community.  “As a 

board, we know that creating a smart and healthy district culture needs to occur across the district, starting with 

us,” said Scott Damon, President of the OUHSD Board of Trustees.  This workshop is aligned with the district-

wide goals and efforts with the Supportive School Climate Committee to: (a) emphasize the District’s 

commitment to treating all students fairly and equitably in the administration of discipline without regard to race, 

color, national origin, sex, gender, gender identity, disability, religion or foster youth or homeless status; (b) 

discuss what is expected of students and staff under the revised policies and practices; (c) describe the 

alternative means of correction that will be available and implemented; (d) explain the law, research, and 

evidence supporting the steps and practices the District will be implementing to provide a safe, welcoming, and 

supportive school environment; and (e) the ways in which parents, guardians, and education rights holders can 

partner with the District to provide a safe, welcoming, and supportive school environment. 

 

Chico State to Host Native American Graduation Ceremony-Register by 2/26/2021 

Chico State University will host the Native American Graduation Ceremony on May 18th, 2021.  Any Native 

American Senior student may apply to participate in this ceremony to honor Native American high school and 

college graduates.  The deadline for registration is February 26th, 2021.  For information on how to obtain and 

submit a registration form for this event, go to Chico State University, Tribal Relations, Native Graduation 

Celebration web page: https://www.csuchico.edu/tribalrelations/graduation.shtml 

 

2021-22 School Year Calendar 

The school calendar for next year is now available.  Like most of you, we hope to start next school year with a 

traditional, full-time, five days per week schedule.  We will keep you updated. 

 

New Online Scholarship Application 

As we enter our spring semester, we are excited to share an update to our district scholarship application 

process.  In an effort to remove barriers in students applying for scholarships, and for students to have access 

to as many opportunities as possible, we are moving to a more streamlined process.  The fillable Local 

Scholarship Application will be available on your school’s counseling website on February 8th.  Applications are 

due to the scholarship contact (listed below) at your school site on March 26th. 

The Local Scholarship Application will be utilized for most scholarships. If you apply for a scholarship offered 

by a local group/organization, such as the OUHSD Hall of Fame or Rotary, you will submit your application 

directly to them at the contact information listed on their application. 

 

Jennifer Blomquist, OHS    jblomquist@ouhsd.net   (530) 538-2320 ext. 3315 

Stacey Lasagna, LPHS slasagna@ouhsd.net     (530) 538-2310 ext. 2211 

Autumn McIntosh, PHS   amcintosh@ouhsd.net   (530) 538-2330 ext. 130 

 

Status of Year-End Events: Graduations, Safe Grad Nights, Awards Nights, and Top 10 

We are understandably starting to receive questions from parents about our year-end events.  Unfortunately, 

we do not have a definite answer yet as we cannot foresee what tier Butte County will be in at that time as well 

as what the guidance from the Governor’s office or Butte County Public Health will be.  We will keep you 

updated as information becomes available. 
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2021-22 School Year Registration 

Registration has begun for our existing students at LPHS and OHS.  Counselors are conducting virtual visits in 

Social Science classes at OHS and in English classes at LPHS this month to share course options and answer 

questions. Students will be using AERIES to select their classes. 

 

The independent study and distance learning programs will be merged into one program next year.  We are 

currently exploring options for a comprehensive online curriculum that offers courses that are a-g approved as 

well as several options for AP courses and electives. We will still have paper packets available to students who 

do not have sufficient internet access at home. 

 

First priority is being given to students who are currently enrolled in our independent study and distance 

learning programs.  If you are not enrolled in either of these programs but are interested in enrolling next year, 

please contact your counselor to be added to the waiting list. 

 

If you have 8th grade students, you will be receiving a letter from your middle school soon explaining how they 

will register for their freshmen classes as well as information on parent night meetings being held via Zoom. 

 

Black History Month: Recognizing Distinguished OUHSD Alumni 

During Black History month, we would like to highlight some of our African American OUHSD Hall of Fame 

members that have made a positive impact in our community and beyond.  This week, we are recognizing 

Samuel Broadnax, Fred Jones and Roz Bell King.  The following are brief summaries about each of these 

individuals, and links to their full biographies are provided if you’d like to read more.  

Samuel Broadnax: Mr. Samuel L. Broadax (deceased) attended Oroville High School (OHS) from 1941- 1944, 

and left school two months into his senior year, to enlist in the United States Army Air Corps during WWII and 

became one of a unique group of fighter pilots known as the Tuskegee Airmen. Following his honorable 

discharge from the war, Flight Officer Broadnax returned to a very discriminating America. There were no 

aviation jobs in the USA for African Americans. Samuel then attended Yuba College, UC Berkeley and Howard 

University. He was a graduate of the Columbia School of Broadcasting. During his life he worked as a 

newscaster for the radio station KSFO in San Francisco and was also a journalist. Later in life, he served as 

‘technical director’ on the movie “Hart’s War”, starring Bruce Willis. In 2007, in the Rotunda of the U.S. Capitol, 

President George W. Bush awarded the Congressional Gold Medal of Honor to this distinguished group of 

pilots who were still living or to their widows. Samuel was present to accept this prestigious award. Flight 

Officer Broadnax authored a book, Blue Skies, Black Wings: African American Pioneers of Aviation. The book 

is about World War II, the first generation of African Americans who served formally in the U.S Army Air Corps 

and Forces, and the domestic race war that took place on the ground and in the air. Click here to read more. 

Fred Jones: Colonel Fred L. Jones, USMC Retired, graduated from Oroville High School (OHS) in 1959. 

While at OHS, he earned four varsity football letters and played on the undefeated Sierra Foothill League 

Championship teams in 1957 and 1958. He was team co-captain as a senior and named to the Northern 

California High School All Star Team. For his efforts, he was awarded a football scholarship to Oregon State 

University. Fred rounded out his athletic career competing in basketball and baseball and being crowned 

school light heavyweight boxing champion. Academically, he graduated in the top half of his class. Upon being 

awarded his OHS diploma, Fred entered Oregon State University (OSU) in Corvallis, OR where he earned 

three varsity football letters, was on the team that won the 1962 Liberty Bowl, and finished his BA degree in 

Psychology. In 1989, Fred completed his MA degree in Public Administration from University of Oklahoma. 

Fred’s distinguished 31 year military career as a commissioned officer in the United States Marine Corps 

(USMC) began in 1964. He was only the 43rd black officer to ever be commissioned into the USMC. He retired 
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in 1995 as the Chief of Staff for the Marine Corps Systems Command in Quantico, Virginia. He was the first 

black Marine Officer ever to be selected to attend the Industrial College of Armed Forces (ICAF) at the National 

War College. Click here to read more. 

Roz Bell King: Roz graduated from Oroville High School (OHS) in 1956, was a member of the California 

Scholastic Federation (CSF) for three years and received a full scholarship to Kaiser School of Nursing. She 

played field hockey and was a member of the Girls Athletic Association (GAA). She was also head drum 

majorette for the OHS band and a member of the Latin Club as a junior and senior. In 1959, Roz received her 

Registered Nurse (RN) degree from The Kaiser School of Nursing in San Diego, CA and went on to earn her 

Nurse Practitioner degree and license at National University in 1974, and was the only African-American 

woman in her training program. She was one of the early pioneers of the nurse practitioner profession. At age 

45, Roz decided she wanted to take up tennis, and over the next 20 years became one of the top players in the 

world.  Her win/loss record from 2003 to 2017 was 415 wins and 154 losses. In 2013 Roz was ranked Number 

One in the World International Tennis Federation (ITF) in both singles and doubles as well as #1 in the United 

States Tennis Association (USTA) for women age 75 or older, and she won ITF titles including the European 

Senior Championship, World Team Championship, Queens Cup World Individual Championship, making her 

the #1 ranked player age 75 and over.   In 2014, Roz was inducted into the Southern California USTA Senior 

Hall of Fame and in 2015 won the Grand Slam of World Championships. In 2017 and at the age of 85, she was 

ranked #1 in the world. Click here to read more 

In our next newsletter, we will share the stories of three more OUHSD Hall of Fame members. 

 

New Faces: Welcome Dale Carey, Jason Cash, and Sarah Tryon 

Dale Carey just joined the District Office staff as a Budget and Accounting Technician.  He may look familiar as 

he graduated from OHS in 2006 and coached football there for 12 years.  Dale is working on his accounting 

degree at Chico State.  He loves to travel with his wife, watch and play sports and play with his dogs. 

Jason Cash recently joined the Maintenance staff after working as a Custodian at LPHS for three years.  Jason 

is a 2008 graduate of LPHS.  He likes to play video games and explore new places in his spare time. 

Sarah Tryon is our new Groundskeeper, and is the first woman to serve in this role in OUHSD.  She graduated 

from PHS in 2012.  Sarah gained a lot of experience working outdoors at the California Conservation Corps for 

three years. She likes to play roller derby, video games and fish in her spare time. 

LCAP Stakeholder Meetings 

The next LCAP stakeholder meetings are scheduled for March 22nd and March 29th at 5:00 p.m. via Zoom.  

The purpose of these meetings is to review the district’s goals, discuss how funding is allocated to meet these 

goals, and collect input from stakeholders on how we can improve our schools and the education of our 

students.  If you would like to attend, please email Paula Blaney at pblaney@ouhsd.net to request the Zoom 

meeting link. 

Other News…. 

Preparing students for the future today is our focus in the OUHSD, and students in Las Plumas High Schools’ 

Auto, Ag Systems Management, and Culinary programs have been busy with hands-on learning opportunities: 

Mr. Upton's Auto class students learned how to use a tire machine. 

Students in Ms. Bowers' Culinary I class learned how to use tortillas to make wraps and pinwheels. 

Mrs. LaFayette's Ag Systems Management students are creating an irrigation system to supplement their crop 

plan design. 

https://www.ouhsd.org/cms/lib/CA02222577/Centricity/Domain/58/Jones%20Fred.pdf
https://www.ouhsd.org/cms/lib/CA02222577/Centricity/Domain/58/Roz%20King.pdf
mailto:pblaney@ouhsd.net


You can see pictures of students engaging in these activities on the homepage of our website at 

www.ouhsd.net. 

 

LP/O Band Trip to Washington, DC has been Cancelled 

We are sad to report that due to COVID-19, The National Park Service and the Mayor of Washington, DC have 

cancelled their Memorial Day Parade, in which our band was scheduled to perform. 

 

Join the OUHSD Family 

Looking to find a fulfilling and meaningful job?  Join the OUHSD family! OUHSD is looking for employees to fill 

permanent and short-term roles, as well as substitutes: 

● Principal 

● Music/Band Teacher 

● School Social Worker 

● Custodians 

● Cook Manager 

● Bus Driver Pool 

● Substitute Courier Pool 

● Substitute Custodian Pool 

For more information and to apply go to: https://www.edjoin.org/ouhsd (Please check EdJoin regularly as new 

postings will be added as positions become available). If you have specific questions please contact Chello 

Metcalf at cmetcalf@ouhsd.net or (530) 538-2300, extension 1117. 
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